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A Central American peace plan developed by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias has reportedly
gained the support of presidential envoy to Central America, Philip Habib. Meanwhile, national
security advisor Frank Carlucci, and Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Elliott
Abrams, have expressed reservations. They argue the Arias plan is "too soft" on the Sandinista
government. It is well known that many administration officials prefer a military solution to oust
the government in Managua. A government official told the NEW YORK TIMES (03/19/87) that the
sudden interest in negotiations by the Reagan administration can be explained as follows: "The
Administration is caught between the need for a new aid commitment and the probability that it will
lose aid, and that is why there is a rush toward the negotiating track. There is this one guy named
Habib who is running down the road with this thing, but no one knows if the ones who count mean
it. It is utter confusion."
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